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RAPTOR RESEARCH CONFERENCE SOARS INTO MISSOULA
MISSOULA Bird experts from around the world will descend on Missoula Wednesday through
Sunday, Sept. 24-28, for the Raptor Research Foundation 2008 Annual Conference.
This largest-ever meeting of the foundation is sponsored by The University of Montana
and Raptors of the Rockies, an educational organization that cares for disabled birds of prey in
the Bitterroot Valley. A full conference schedule can be found online at
http://www.umt.edu/ce/cps/raptor/.
The theme of this year’s conference is “The Legacy Lives On - A Tribute to John and
Frank Craighead.” The Craigheads were pioneers in American conservation; and John still
resides in Missoula, where UM created an endowed professorship in his name. Frank died in
2001

,
Two conference events are free and open to the public. A showing of the Craigheads’

classic film, “Life With an Indian Prince,” will be held at 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 25, at the
Missoula Children’s Theatre, 200 Adams St. The historical film explores falconry and Indian
royalty during 1940-41.
Then on Friday, Sept. 26, a Birds and Art Show artists’ reception and opening will be
held from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Monte Dolack Gallery, located at 139 E. Front St. Twenty-two

artists from the region and country will celebrate birds - especially raptors - in a wide array of
mediums.
Most of the conference will take place at the Holiday Inn Downtown at the Park,
located at 200 S. Pattee St. Events will include presentations by top bird biologists, such as
UM’s Erick Greene and Ken Dial, as well as workshops on wildlife photography and a tribute
to the Craigheads.
The Raptor Research Foundation is dedicated to gathering and disseminating scientific
information about birds of prey to inform the public about the role of raptors in nature and to
promote conservation of the birds whose populations are threatened by human activities. The
nonprofit foundation has more than 1,000 members representing more than 50 countries.
The conference was organized by the UM Technical Assistance & Training Center in
Continuing Education. For more information, contact Deb Graham at 406-243-4623 or
debbra.graham@umontana.edu.
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